
























































































































































































































































































































































A double-track democracy in the Federal State
－ The role of the German Federal Council －
Prof. Kikuji YAMAGISHI
Contents
[1] Introduction: What is the Federal Council of Germany ?
 (1)The Federal Council had the predecessors of under the feudal system.
 (2)The Basic Law reconstituted the federal system into the Federal  Council on behalf of
  L寒nder after World War I.
 (3)The Federal Council of Germany is given the constitutional status and plays the role of the 
integration of the whole state.
[2] The organisation and procedure of the Federal Council
 
(1)Members of the Federal Council are delegated  from 16 L寒nder and al L寒nder (local 
governments) have from 3 to 6 votes.
 (2)Article52 lays down the election of the President, the convocation,  requisites for passing, 
the principle of the open meeting and so on.
 (3)Members of every Land shal not vote as an individual but as the whole.
 (4)The Federal Council is a constitutional organ that takes part in legislation.
[3] The participation in the Legislation,the Administration and the Judicial
 (1)The Federal Council has some connections with the domestic legislation before and  after 
the fact.
 (2)The Federal Government shal obtain the Council's consent before enacting a regulative 
order and an administrative rule.
 (3)The Federal Council decides half members of the Federal Constitutional Court.
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[4] The Co-operation with the mater of EU
 (1)The Federal Government shal inform the Federal Council of the EU business.
 (2)Article 23 requires that the Federal Government should give the Federal Council an 
opportunity to express its own view on EU business.
 (3)The Council's opinions must be respected, provided that several L寒nder  should have 
relations with their own interests.
[5] Conclusion: Diferences between two Houses
 (1)The Federal Assembly is the national representative organ, on the other hand the Federal 
Council is the meeting of the members of al Land-governments.
 (2)The Federal Assembly has the term of ofice, but The Council does not have it.
 (3)The Assembly is the central legislative organ, but the Council  only participates in the 
legislative process.
 (4)The German Two-Houses System is unique as compared with one of  other constitutional 
states.
